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NEW LIFE IS SPRINGING UP

Ben Peltz

Interim Executive Director

Hello again from Kawartha Youth Unlimited! It’s hard to believe 

that half a year has already passed since our winter newsletter 

came out. And, at the same time, it’s not surprising at all, because 

a lot has happened since then. In February we welcomed 

Sherry Salminen, our new Administrative and Financial Assistant,  

to the Kawartha team and Kevin Elson, to Peterborough as our 

Operations Coordinator. In April we welcomed Rani Ibrahim, our 

new New Canadians Outreach Worker, to the Peterborough team. 

Alan Lewis, Andrew Chartren, and Chanté Alleyne-Chagoya are all 

developing relationships with ministry partners as they seek to join 

the teams in Kawartha Lakes and Lakefield, respectively. And we 

are currently interviewing someone as a permanent Peterborough 

Satellite Director. We have gone through a month-long prayer and 

discernment process to better understand the ways in which KYU 

is healthy and unhealthy. The Board and Leadership Team have 

come up with an action plan based on what we heard throughout 

that process. And, we hosted our annual fundraiser dinner at 

Calvary Church, which was a wonderful opportunity for over 200 

staff, volunteers, and ministry supporters to connect with one 

another and celebrate the ways that God is carrying us through 

this transition season. There’s a lot of work to do yet, but it feels 

like new life is springing up all around us, which is fitting, given the 

time of year!

As I shared at the fundraiser dinner, the thing that encourages 

me the most is that, even as we go through so many structural 

changes, the staff and volunteers continue to find meaning and 

purpose in the work they do with KYU. At that event, everyone 

got to hear from Yvonne and Justin about the drop-ins and after 

school programs they’re running at the Bridge and Hub, from 

Caleb about the improv and gym nights he’s running in Lakefield, 

from Rani about his work with New Canadians in Peterborough, 

from Andrew about the karate program and high school ministry 

in the City of Kawartha Lakes, and from Kelsey about the meals 

and discussions she’s hosting in Bancroft. Afterwards, I heard over 

and over again from people that they loved what they heard, but 

wished there had been time to highlight other ministries as well, 

such as Dave’s work with the Peterborough Petes, the mentoring 

ministry Kyle is developing in Haliburton, or the youth rallies, prayer 

meetings, and leadership development that Jenn is leading. And I 

haven’t even touched on the amazing events coming soon, such 

as Summer Discipleship School, which you should keep an eye out 

for. There’s so much good stuff going on in each of the Satellites 

that we would have had to double the length of the program to fit 

it all in! The same thing is true of this newsletter. In it, you’ll get a 

glimpse at what God has been doing in and through us over the 

past few months, but it’s only a glimpse. It’s an honour to be able 

to serve and lead a team that’s so passionate and dedicated to the 

work God has called them to!

If you’re moved by the stories you heard at the dinner or read 

about in this newsletter, please consider how you can support this 

team. We need people to pray for us regularly, to share words of 

encouragement, to serve as staff and volunteers, and to support 

us financially. This is especially true during this kind of transition 

because of the extra costs that arise and the natural changeover in 

donors and volunteers that occurs at a time like this. At the dinner 

we announced that our goal was to raise $35,000. We’ve received 

over $20,000 so far. We appreciate you prayerfully considering 

whether you can help meet that goal or support us in some other 

way. And thank you for all the support you’ve already given… this 

ministry wouldn’t be possible without you!

ed@youthunlimitedkaw.com 

$35,000
GOAL
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Thank You to Our Partners!  23/24

PLATINUM  SPONSORS GOLD  SPONSORS SILVER  SPONSORS

Josh Lott

Interim Satellite Director

Navigating the challenges of COVID forced us to abruptly leave 

the schools, leaving behind relationships with youth and teachers 

at a standstill. Reengaging became even more difficult as those 

connections faded over time. However, a turning point emerged a 

couple of months ago when a local teacher reached out, expressing 

interest in bringing his social justice class to our youth center. Little 

did he know, we are a faith-based organization deeply rooted in 

the gospel.

During the presentation to his class, we not only shared our youth 

engagement programs and community advocacy but boldly 

proclaimed the Gospel. We had the privilege to pray for the 

students and the teacher, sparking inspiration and encouragement. 

The teacher, moved by what he witnessed, encouraged us to 

connect with their school chaplain.

Following this recommendation, we connected with the school 

chaplain, who shared his struggles in engaging students in faith-

based practices during school hours. Feeling compelled, he asked 

for our support in facilitating spiritual retreats. Fast forward a 

month, and two of our staff led sessions at the first retreat, where 

forty grade nine students listened to God’s voice and meditated 

on His Word.

Reflecting on this journey, it’s a testament to God’s goodness 

and His plans beyond our comprehension. If someone had told us 

that local high schools would green-light us to facilitate spiritual 

retreats with their students, it might have seemed ridiculous, but 

here we are!

As we approach the end of the school year, we have more retreats 

on the horizon. Please join us in prayer for our team as we guide 

these students to the feet of Jesus.

josh@youthunlimitedkaw.com 

TRANSFORMATIONAL DISCIPLESHIP

P E T E R B O R O U G H
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• Lakefield Ministerial
• St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
• The Hamblin Brothers

• The Village Inn
• R.L. Automotive Ltd.

PLATINUM  SPONSORS

LAKEFIELD ELEMENTARY

PROGRAM PARTNERS 2023

GOLD  SPONSORS SILVER  SPONSORS

LAKEFIELD PARTNERS  2023

DIAMOND  SPONSORS

L A K E F I E L D

LYU has a Student Leader Program which is 

providing four students with practical tools 

on how to lead and build relationships with 

youth. In March several of them attended the 

Today Teens Conference in Toronto where they 

learned and grew spiritually with hundreds of 

other youth from over Southern Ontario. This 

coming summer they will be helping with LYU 

Summer events.

THE ROOF IS RED AND I CAN READ

Caleb Posthumus

Outreach Worker

“And can any of you, by worrying, add a single hour to your span of life?” MATTHEW 6:27

“The roof is red”. I’ve heard my supervisor Chris Jones say this sentence dozens of 

times. For him it’s a reminder of God’s presence and promise for good things. Before 

Lakefield Youth Unlimited (LYU) owned The Barn, Chris was working through many 

challenges within LYU and his personal life. Then the impossible happened. LYU was 

able to purchase, through an anonymous gift, a large retail store and turned it into 

affordable offices for non-profits with program space. In a LYU Steering Team prayer 

meeting that happened over 15 years ago, a vision was given from God regarding 

our current property. When the retail store went up for sale it was part of the vision, 

including a red roof! That’s when Chris knew that LYU was going to own the building. 

So whenever things are rough and whenever things are good, I hear Chris say, “the roof 

is red’’ as a reminder of everything Jesus has done and is going to do.

One day after work I sat in my car and thought to myself “what’s my red roof?” Then I 

realized - I can read! Early into my childhood I knew something wasn’t right. No matter 

how hard I tried, I couldn’t remember things the same way my peers did. As years went 

by I severely struggled to do simple math, write, and read. By age 16 I was hopeless. I 

had next to no education and I was entering a period of life where it was expected that 

I’d have the rest of my life planned out. I remember sitting in bed almost every night 

asking God to make me able to read. I believed in God but didn’t believe that he really 

cared about me. 

 

Then out of nowhere an old friend approached my mum about a program she was 

running for kids who struggle with Dyslexia. I had no interest in trying it but then I 

did and it changed my life. Within 30 minutes I read a whole page and I really read it. 

I enjoyed it and remembered what I read. After that my life started to turn around in 

some pretty significant ways.

I did school online, moved across the country, and did a year of college. I’ve read at least 

10 books I actually remember reading, got a job that pays more than minimum wage 

and has a flexible schedule and benefits. And the cherry on top is that I’m engaged to 

be married in less than two months to the most wonderful woman I know.

A year after I was born, Chris Jones stepped into Lakefield and started LYU. While he 

was working through major life changes and starting a new ministry, I was learning and 

growing and failing and trying again. Within the same year that LYU bought the Barn, 

I learned to read. And while the Barn renovations were happening, I was at Lifeteams 

(Youth Unlimited’s School of Youth Outreach) learning and loving, growing and thriving.

The first 16 years of my life are proof that God was there, holding my hand the whole 

time. But also proof that life can really suck. I never believed God had a plan for me 

however now I look back and it’s all I see - a beautifully designed plan, carved out by 

the maker of the universe. 

So why worry my friends? The roof is red, and I can read! I’m writing right now. I’m 

spelling the words correctly. So that’s my red roof. What’s yours?

caleb@youthunlimitedkaw.com 

During the school year Caleb (LYU’s Jr. High 

Outreach Worker) has led three Improv 

sessions (improvisational theater). Through this 

fun activity students are building self-esteem 

and confidence. 

Patrick Adderley is a TASSS Co-op student 

who divides his time between school support at 

Lakefield District Public School and helping LYU 

with program preparation and administrative 

tasks. Patrick will be serving our community 

until the end of the school year.
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K AWA R T H A  L A K E S

OPPORTUNITIES

Martin Chipp-Smith

Kawartha Lakes Satellite Director

Opportunities!  In everything that we do, archery, martial arts, in the 

high school or in the public school, breakfast program, whatever it 

is, we as a Satellite are looking for opportunities. We are looking for 

how we can meet the holistic needs of youth wherever it is that we 

find ourselves.  Through the everyday life situations we encounter, 

we look to connect with youth with a holistic approach. 

This may come as a surprise, but it’s not everyday that we have 

the chance to share the Gospel, although it is in our heart to do so.  

We work to present Christ not just with our words, but with our 

lifestyle. How do you do this Martin?  I am so glad you asked.  We 

do this by how we conduct ourselves, how we treat others, how we 

communicate, in how we deal with difficult circumstances and even 

in how we have fun.  Here in KLYU we want all people to see how 

crazy in love Jesus is with them.  Regardless of their past, where 

they are at in life currently, Jesus is FOR individuals that we work 

with and we have the absolute privilege to live this out with them.

I know that I have stated this before, and I’m sure I will say this one 

hundred more times moving forward.  The Apostle Paul in the book 

of 1 Corinthians chapter 3 has just stated to the Corinthian church 

about how worldly their thinking was, how they were quarreling 

with one another about who was following who.  

Paul follows up by stating ‘5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? 

We are only God’s servants through whom you believed the Good 

News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6 I planted the 

seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who 

made it grow.  

I have been involved in youth ministry for twenty three years, 

fifteen of which it took for me to realize that I am a seed planter. 

I, like most people in ministry, want to see a mighty move of God 

(which we are seeing and witnessing in tangible ways).  We want 

to see youth saved and come into a personal relationship with 

Jesus Christ. These things that we desire however don’t happen 

overnight, it takes time, being consistently involved in those lives 

we work with, it’s about prayer and intercession, it’s about allowing 

the Holy Spirit to be at work in us and us being present in the 

moment.

Andrew, Lisa, Jesse and I work to cultivate the ground in the places 

we serve so that we have good soil to plant the seeds of the Gospel. 

H A L I B U R T O N  H I G H L A N D S

IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS THAT MATTER

Kyle Young

Haliburton Satellite Director

Jesus calls us to be the salt of the earth and the light in the world 

(Matthew 5:13,14). It doesn’t take much salt to adjust the flavor of 

a dish. It also does not take much light to brighten a dark room. 

As I walk in the High School I sometimes wonder if 

I am making a difference in the lives of 

the youth that I am interacting 

with. It’s when I’m not there 

and return and I am asked, 

“Where have you been?”  

Or as I walk the halls 

and hear the question, 

“Is that Kyle?” that 

there is a subtle 

acknowledgment 

that God is using 

me to impact the 

students.

It’s been just over a 

year that I have been 

helping in the high school 

mentoring youth and helping them 

focus on their assignments. I have had the 

opportunity to connect with many of the same students and am 

getting recognized by many others that I have yet to get to know. 

As I become known in the school I am also seeing my connections 

flowing into the community and youth group that I partner with.

Last spring, the principal let me know a mom had called and asked 

if I could meet with her son during lunch to help give him some 

positive mentorship. Her son had been struggling with behavior 

issues in school and was getting suspended a lot. I met with him 

a couple of times over lunch and we talked about life and how 

we interact with others. Towards the end of the year he asked 

when the youth group would resume, as he used to attend. I 

told him we were meeting 

Wednesdays after school. 

He started attending 

the youth group 

again and this year 

there were noticeable 

improvements in his 

school attendance and 

his attitude at school. He 

has been coming to the 

youth group weekly and 

has joined us on a couple 

retreats. We continue to 

talk about life and faith and I 

encourage him to know Jesus more.

I know there is value in getting to know the 

students and them getting to know me as I am 

getting recognized in the community by them. God 

is allowing me to be a light in their lives by speaking 

encouraging words and being a positive adult for them.

I am looking forward to this summer, helping again at various day 

camps and making connections with youth in the area and will invite 

them to new programs in the fall. I am looking to begin some youth 

programming in Minden, allowing me to build connections with 

Jr. Youth before they enter high school and establish mentoring 

relationships as they grow.

kyle@youthunlimitedkaw.com 
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ON TRACK

Kelsey Watts

Bancroft Managing Director

Since The Switch Yard opened its doors in October 1994, the desire has been to create a 

space for youth to call their own and where they can hang out with their friends. Thirty 

years later, our mission has not really changed. We still create a space where youth want 

to be with their friends. All with the ultimate goal to engage and equip these young 

people to know and follow Jesus. 

To celebrate 30 years of serving youth in Bancroft, the Switch Yard now has a new look! 

In order to stay with the railway theme, the new icon is inspired by a railroad switch 

stand, which is a device enabling trains to be guided from one track to another. The signal 

(the top part of the stand) indicates, to the engineer, which track the train will travel 

down while in its current position. A signal conveys information and gives us direction. 

Using railway language as metaphor a train can be directed to travel on the desired track 

keeping both trains and passengers from harm and heading in the right direction. The 

signal is an indication or verification of which way the train is travelling. The downward 

facing signal suggests a direction of God reaching down towards us, helping us in our time 

of need and the cross indicates the sacrificial love that Christ gives to us. At the Switch 

Yard our desire is to be a signal for local youth, directing them to the ‘track‘ of a lifelong 

commitment to Christ as they begin to comprehend that He is reaching down for them 

out of sacrificial love.

This is not something we do alone. Last year, we put out the call “All aboard!” and so many 

answered that call. Thank you! We now have a large team of caring volunteers who are 

giving of their time to be faithfully present to show youth that they are loved, adored and 

pursued by the Creator of the Universe - and that He wants to have a personal relationship 

with them! That is our job, that is our passion, that is our purpose. Many community 

members have also given of their finances to give the building a much needed face lift. It 

has been so honouring to our youth to have their space be so beautifully maintained. It 

makes them wonder who funds all these projects and why. This gives us the opportunity 

to share that many people believe in them and want the ultimate best for them.

All of this is having an impact. Youth have responded to the call, “all aboard, the future is 

exciting and full of promise, join us as we show you the amazing future God has in store for 

you.” We now offer a weekly Bible Study which is attended by almost 20 youth. The best 

part is that it was their idea! They asked for a space where they could meet after school 

to read the Bible together and grow in their relationship with God. It is very encouraging 

to hear them reading Scripture and discussing it together. 

We thank God for all He has done and faithfully continues to do through The Switch Yard. 

The Lord says in Psalm 32:8, “I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch over you.“ As we seek to 

follow His guidance, we feel that we are “On Track.” We have not arrived yet, but we are heading in the right direction. Youth are being 

impacted and growing in their faith. They are being reminded of their hope and potential. 

kelsey@youthunlimitedkaw.com

B A N C R O F T

It’s in these intangible areas that we are seeking the heart of God 

for Him to cause growth and hopefully, potentially draw closer to 

Him if they so choose.

There are stories that we hold dear to our hearts, that don’t involve 

sharing the Gospel, but they are important because we are living 

out our faith through action.  For example, I approached a local 

public school just before Christmas to see if there was some way 

that Jesse and I could serve the student body.  We were anticipating 

something to do with food, but when we asked what the greatest 

need in the school was, it was literacy. Teaching kindergarten and 

primary students letter sounds, the correlation of how letters 

work together as well as reading age level books to enhance their 

literacy skills.  While doing this over the past several months, I met 

this student who has many different challenges. He speaks, but 

only a little, he has outbursts, and can be distracting, but God has 

allowed me to connect with him in a unique way.  This child wants 

me to sit with him at lunch, he wants me to play lego and building 

blocks and playdough.  He asks me very simply to push him on the 

swings at recess every week and giggles in his own unique way.  I 

can’t tell you the impact that I will have on this young boy, but I 

do know that he lights up every time I walk in the room, or when 

I call him by name. When I engage him as I would any other child, 

it helps him to feel like he is just another kid in the room.  I believe 

that although I can’t share Jesus inside the school, this young 

child has seen Jesus who loves him unconditionally.  These are the 

opportunities, whether tangible or intangible, that we look forward 

to seeing each and every day while we are seeking to live fully. My 

prayer is that Jesus will get ahold of the hearts of every student we 

come in contact with. It’s for His Glory, and His alone!!!

martin@youthunlimitedkaw.com  
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THANKS TO OUR LOCAL & SATELLITE SUPPORTERS

MOMENTUM
STAFF

Kawartha
Ben Peltz, Interim Executive Director

Christine Coles, Resource Development

John Coles, Finance

Jennifer Kloosterman, Evangelism & Discipleship Coord.

Sherry Salminen, Finance & Administration

Bancroft
Kelsey Watts,  Managing Director

Haliburton Highlands
Kyle Young,  Satellite Director

Kawartha Lakes
Alan Lewis, Lindsay Community Director

Andrew Atkinson-Clements, Outreach Worker 

Andrew Chartren, Lindsay Discipleship Lead

Jesse Graham, Outreach Worker

Lisa Youells, Managing Director

Martin Chipp-Smith, Satellite Director  

Lakefield
Caleb Posthumus, Elementary Outreach Worker

Chanté Alleyne-Chagoya, Elementary Outreach Worker

Chris Jones, Satellite Director

Katie Bauman, Office Manager

Peterborough
Dave Jones, Petes Chaplain

Glenn Duncan, Kawartha House of Prayer / CITC

Josh Lott, Interim Satellite Director

Justin Dracup, Elementary Outreach Worker

Kevin Elson, Operations Coordinator

Rani Ibrahim, New Canadians Outreach Worker

Yvonne Rachar, The Bridge Coordinator

BOARD MEMBERS

Charitable reg. # 10755 9734 RR0001

Lakefield
(705) 652-3361

Peterborough
(705) 749-1144

KINGDONTIMBERMART.CA | @kingdontimbermart

326 CHARLOT TE ST,  PETERBOROUGH, ON
( 7 0 5 )  7 4 5 - 5 2 7 1   |   T H E M A I N I N G . C A

BULK & NATURAL FOODS

1421 Lansdowne St W.  Peterborough, ON K9J 6Z8
(705) 876-1696 | info@calvaryptbo.church

W W W . C A L V A R Y P T B O . C H U R C H

Join us 
Sunday mornings

Kyle Brewer Advisor

kyle.brewer@sunlife.com  |  sunlife.ca/kyle.brewer

Haliburton, ON  705-457-1052 

992 Dillingham Rd., Pickering, ON  L1W 1Z6

1-877-698-7608
print@britannia.ca

Large Format  •  Signs & Banners  • O�set & Digital Colour Printing

PETERBOROUGH

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

705 742-3433

www.monarchbiblecamp.ca
(705) 887-3625  |  cdnssm@bellnet.ca

294 Rink Street Suite 101
Peterborough, ON

(705) 749-0628

www.ainslaw.com
gea@ainslaw.com

Gary E. Ainsworth
BARRISTER, SOLICITOR & NOTARY

officesupplies@klbe.ca

1-844-324-2403  |  (705) 324-3825 Lindsay

David Rivers

Emil Remark 

Evan Grieger

Jason Rogers

Jelle Visser

Kim Bolton

IN SUPPORT OF:$20	 $50	 $100	 $200	 $500	 other: $_________

One-time gift

Monthly offering for support

Options for monthly pledges include:

Post dated cheques

Pre-authorized cheque*

Donate online at yfc.ca/kawartha

Please make cheques payable ONLY to Kawartha Youth for Christ OR Youth Unlimited

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Province: ________________________ Postal:  ___ ___ ___  ___ ___ ___

Phone: (____ ____ ____) ____ ____ ____ - ____ ____ ____ ____

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________

Bancroft Satellite /
The Switch Yard

Haliburton Highlands Sat.  	

Kawartha Lakes Satellite

Lakefield Satellite /
The Barn

Peterborough Satellite /
The Bridge / The Hub

I WANT TO HELP! ...so here’s my pledge

** Gifts will be used solely for their designation unless the need has 

already been met in which case KYFC will use it where most needed. 

*  The preauthorized cheque option requires you to fax, scan/email, or 

mail a signed void cheque with this pledge form. Please indicate whether 

you prefer the 1st or 16th of each month as a debit date.

≈ If a designated Kawartha YFC account is closed at some time, any 

funds remaining in it will be re-allocated by the Executive Director/KYFC 

Officers to another similar project or account

KAWARTHA YOUTH UNLIMITED | YFC

256 BROCK STREET, PETERBOROUGH, ON K9H 2P7

Income tax receipts will be issued by Kawartha Youth for Christ

Staff First Name

General 

Kawartha House of Prayer

Staff Member

Staff Last Name


