
 

 

 

 

 

 
    Covering the South Island from Victoria to Nanaimo 

“Bringing Hope to every young person.”                  November 2021 
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Thank you to our Golf Sponsors! 
On a day that it was supposed to rain heavily all afternoon, God took care of us and stopped the rain for almost the whole 

time of our tournament! We are thankful for His miracles, and for all who joined us to make our tournament a great 

success. We had a number of hole sponsors, as well as the faithful businesses and people who continue to support our 

organization. We’ve listed them below to honor their generosity towards YFC and ask that when you consider services and 

businesses to work with, that you first look to these fine people to help you out: 

   Premier Sponsor: Trimount Developments 
Eagle Sponsors: KeyCorp Developments, Don Mann Construction,  
Verity Construction, Namdor Reinforcing 
Birdie Sponsors: Bald Eagle Landscaping, Canadian Tire – Langford & 

View Royal, Noorgard Kratofil – Grant Kratofil, Odlum Brown – Brad Dovey, 

Parkway Dental 

Par Sponsors: Atlas Audio Visual, Harbour City Kitchens, 

Raymond James - Frank Arnold, Weir Design & Engineering, White Wolf Homes 

Prize Sponsors: Income Replacement Group – Simon Kelly, Hub International 

 

As we come to the end of another year, it is such an incredible blessing and encouragement to return to the notes I’ve 
taken at various times of our staff meetings where we share our “best stories of the week”.  A very small excerpt of my 
favourites would include:  

 youth gave heart to Jesus in Nanaimo     

 opportunity to share Jesus at Tsawalk school  

 staff’s wife being healed from a blood clot after staff prayed  

 Mark got work after prayer 

 Esquimalt Nation invites us to deliver care packages to every home when no one else allowed in due to Covid reg’s 

 God answered prayer seconds after youth prays with team  

 we’re teaching Heroes program to every grade 6 youth in Langford  

 new youth at outreach group 

 numbers of young people give hearts to Jesus at camp  

 great time with kid at top of mountain  

 financial provision (this one over and over) 

 cleaned/painted house for family, young mom got her child back from social services as a result of the change in 
living conditions 
 

The remainder of this letter will outline even more stories of our staff’s work with young people in this past season.  Please 
know that we couldn’t do it without the support of our prayer and financial partners.  Let this letter be another note of 
gratitude, appreciation and encouragement and that together we will celebrate all that God is doing here on the Island.  To 
Him be the Glory for 2021! 

         Lindsay Hodges 

Executive Director 

 

 

 



   Campus Life - Claudio Arancibia & Victoria Blenkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile Outreach - Rick Wismer & Kurt Friesen 
 

 
It had been well over a year since the Blue Bus horn sounded at the Tsawout 
First Nation gym parking lot. The leaders and I were grinning from ear to ear as 
the youth came running to the bus for our program. We were praising the Lord 
that we now had opportunity to see the youth every week! The first thing we 
noticed was how much the youth engaged with the leaders and I after being 
away for so long. That evening, we were asked to pray for healing over a 
youth’s family. The leaders and I circled around JoJo, her dad, and little sister, 
to pray and encourage this family going through a hard time. Later that week, I 
was invited to join their Friday night youth group at Tsawout. During the games 
I saw Kalysta, a youth that attends Blue Bus, over in the corner. She looked sad 
so I asked her what’s up? She said she was feeling depressed that day and was 

having some struggles with her family. I asked if I could pray for her and she said yes! Through that quick 
interaction and prayer with Kalysta I could see her spirit lift. Having someone listen and invite God into the mix 
cheered her up. The leaders and I are amazed at how in our first week back at Tsawout, we are already having 
opportunities to pray and love on youth like Kalysta and JoJo’s family. Thanks for your prayers and support as 
Blue Bus continues to minister to our Indigenous neighbours!  
 

 

We met “John” when he was 12 yrs old through our breakfast program at one of our 
partner schools. He was the first youth from one of our school programs to come to 
our Friday night youth group. John is now 17 yrs old, and hasn’t had the easiest home 
life, splitting his time between his divorced parents until the tragic and violent death of 
his mother just over two years ago. He was extremely close with his mom, so this was 
very difficult. John ended up moving in with his father, but this has been up and down 
because of some of his dad’s struggles. John gave his life to Jesus just before his mom 
passed, and he has been trying to walk out his faith ever since. There has been an ebb 
and flow to John’s faith walk with no real support at home, so navigating all of it as a  

 

 

“I just want to get home, I need my family. Can you help me?” Hearing these 
words brought me back to a time in my own past when I had uttered a similar 
sentence. I too remember the yearning to be home. The need to be safe, and 
to be cared for and protected is a hard thing to find on the street. Life is lonely 
and hope can be difficult to hang on too. Open Arms Ministry was able to 
come alongside with the needed support. How hard can it be to get someone 
across Canada? Well it was no small task. D had no ID. This meant no picture 
ID to fly home to the East Coast, and there was no way to send her any other 
way. A fast-tracked birth certificate, lead to an embossed bank card, that lead 

to a BC ID and a ticket home. This could only happen with prayer, a lot of support and a loving Saviour who can do 
the impossible. She is home with family and looking forward to celebrating Christmas together with them. True 
hope and belonging come from our Loving Saviour who has made us sons and daughters with Him. Open Arms 
Ministry is excited to continue to bring Jesus and His gift of salvation to those on the streets of Victoria in 2022.  
 

         Open Arms - Jeremy Fast & Jessica Nelson 
 

teenager with both loss and hurt has been difficult. A few weeks ago John and I were having a conversation during 
our Friday night youth group time. He told me that home life had become increasingly difficult and he asked me if 
we could pray. Here is a young kid who has no church background, no support from family, no real understanding 
of deep theological arguments, but he knows that he can look up to Father God and that he will be heard, 
understood and loved. Please pray for John and others as we come alongside them in our Friday night youth and 
one to one times together.  
 



 

YFC Nanaimo – Paul, Richard and Janique 
 

Whether it’s the virus, the vaccine, the storms, homelessness or any other challenge, God is using these 
opportunities to speak truth to those who are destined toward heaven. YFC Nanaimo has experienced so many 
acts of God this year, all pointing toward His authority over worldly circumstances. We had the largest Adventure 
Camp ever with over 70 kids and 25 volunteers! For the first time, we are responsible for four youth groups in 
four churches. How this works with three staff requires God’s math! We have launched a new program, 
Empowerpack, to reach homeless youth in desperate circumstances. Opportunities have never been so 
available!  People are living in fear, not knowing which way to turn; kids are being taught so many lies, yet the 

message of God’s truth still gives them hope. 
YFC Nanaimo is now 8 years old, and we are 
seeing graduates going off to Bible School and 
young adults fired up with Jesus, praying every 
day!  We have sent off leaders into new 
ministries and continue to partner with God’s 
people to pierce the darkness with incredible 
light and power. Please pray that our eyes stay 
fixed on Jesus, our one and only Hope!  
 
 
 
 

 

      Global Impact – Dave Peacock 

 

After a year and a half of Covid preventing me from working with youth at the 
Compassionate Resource Warehouse, what a joy it is to begin again! One of 
these groups is six high school students who are not doing well at school for 
various reasons, so the teacher is looking for opportunities for them to learn 
some skills to prepare them for their future. However, I see it as much more than 
this. It is an opportunity to come alongside and encourage and help them be 
successful, something that they are not able to do at school. I remember one 
particular student who, the first few times out, stayed at a distance when I 

chatted with them at the beginning.  She often sat on the floor or stayed hidden under her hat and mask. But, we 
were amazed at how she blossomed when we started doing some hands-on tasks! She did everything well, stayed 
on task and even took initiative to do some things without being asked! For her teacher, it was a great way to see 
her in a different light, and this gives them insight into how they can help them going forward. Ultimately, we also 
desire that these students will find true Hope, and confidence in who they are as children of God.  

The Community Youth – Cam Aitken 

 

Throughout the ups and downs of 2021, we have seen God continue to 
draw youth into the full and abundant life that Jesus gives. As we celebrate 
10 years of youth ministry in Esquimalt, we celebrate even more that youth 
are responding to the message of Jesus. This year we saw one of our youth 
who has been connected to our ministry for over 7 years get baptized. Not 
only that, but another youth trusted in Christ this year. He shocked us all 
when he said: “I used to be a hard atheist, but now I believe that Jesus 
existed. I don’t know yet what I believe about him.” A few months and lots 
of praying later, this youth had an encounter in a dream that he could not  

explain that led him to open himself up to seeking after Jesus. It was only a matter of time before this youth put 
his faith in Christ and said to me “my life has been transformed.” Thank you for all your prayer, encouragement 
and financial partnership that allows these types of stories to keep happening! I’m looking forward to everything 
God is going to do in 2022! 
 

 



A New Adventure Ahead for Jeremy Fast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thankfulness & Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

From the Board and staff of Youth for Christ Victoria, we wish you a 

wonderful Christmas season and many blessings for the New Year! 

 

Youth for Christ Victoria 112 – 2244 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC V9B 1X1 

(250)383-3182 info@yfcvictoria.com www.yfcvictoria.com 

Over 6 years ago, Jeremy joined our team and a hurricane of 
ministry among the street youth of Victoria commenced! As we 
have sought to meet the needs of the youth we serve downtown, a 
number of methods have been employed by Open Arms 
ministry.  Jeremy has been significantly involved in ministering in 
the tent cities, hosting BBQ’s, attending court, taking youth out for 
a coffee or a lunch, and acting as a mediator for some with social 
service agencies just to list a few things.  Through it all, the 
overwhelming trademark of this ministry has been Jeremy’s 
incredible love for the kids.  For so many that had never 
experienced a love without strings attached, it was life-
changing.  As of the end of this year, Jeremy and his family will be 
following the Lord’s leading by moving out to Saskatchewan and 
into a new chapter of life.  There will be a huge hole left by his 
departure, but his impact on our organization will always be 
felt.  Heaps of blessings on you, Jer and Becky!! 
 

 

As you’ve read, we’ve had an incredible year together.  So often at staff meetings, we are blown away by the grace God 
has given us to work with the young people in this ministry.  He is always at work in these youth’s lives and it is a joy to see 
them move forward in Him. 
  
Please know that as one of our prayer and financial partners who support our staff, we are so grateful for all you have 
sacrificed in the work of Youth for Christ.  There is no way we could do this without you and I’m confident that as we move 
forward together into 2022, we will see more and more young people ministered to by Jesus. 
  
The crazy part is that we still have more opportunities for new staff members.  We are looking for someone to join our 
office, another to work with our staff in Esquimalt, one to work in the Indigenous communities, and at least one more to 
assist the ministry in Nanaimo. 
  
Would you be willing to consider investing financially towards these positions that would enhance our growing impact 
among the youth? 
  
If you haven’t joined our team already, we would ask that you pray and consider coming on as a monthly partner with us, 
increasing your current commitment, or giving a year end gift to make this happen. If you are willing and able to respond, 
please go to https://www.yfcvictoria.com/donate  where you can begin that process.  
  
Alternatively, I (Lindsay) would love to have a conversation with you and share some of the stories you may not have 
heard yet and how you can join our incredible support team.  Please contact us through our office if you have any 
questions about how you can get involved.  Thank you so much for prayerfully considering this request! 
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