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2022 saw our staff numbers increase greatly! We have added Katelin Anderson as our office
administrator and Shelley Hodges to the position of Prayer and Intercession ministry.  The
Community Youth has added Jenn Labiuk to their ministry in Esquimalt and Nanaimo
welcomed Ryan Schmand and Chessa Dykstra to their team.  We are now 17 strong working to
bring the Gospel to the young people on the southern half of Vancouver Island.     
 

Every new year the thought crosses my mind that there will be amazing things that will happen in the
next 12 months. I don’t know what they will be or who they will happen to, but I love coming to the end of
the year and looking back at the lives that have been impacted by the Gospel through the ministry of our
staff.

Recently, I've been impacted a by a couple different stories. One was about a young man that gave his life
to Jesus at an event we were running in my former ministry context. He enrolled in a Bible School and
later that year embarked on a mission trip. He spent the next few years traveling all over the world,
preaching the Gospel in Africa, the Middle East and the Caribbean. He had a hand in leading thousands of
people to Jesus before succumbing to a tragic disease and joining His Saviour in Heaven.

Then last week, I was speaking at a youth conference in Saskatchewan where a youth pastor brought his
group from Brandon, MB. Eleven years previous, he had given his heart to the Lord at this same
conference through the ministry of a friend of mine and now he didn’t want his youth to miss out on the
same opportunity that changed the course of his life.  My friend had no idea that night would change so
many lives.

Even a few weeks previous to these young men coming to Jesus, they had no idea how their lives were
going to change and neither did the young ministers that led them to Christ. I don’t know what is going
to happen with the young people our staff have led to Christ this year, but there’s no doubt that their lives
will be radically changed. Thank you for all that you have sowed into the lives of these youth. We may or
may not ever hear about the long-term impact of their lives, but your part in it will not be forgotten. Have
a wonderful Christmas season!

Lindsay Hodges, Executive Director

STAFF GROWTH IN 2022!



GLOBAL OUTREACH - DAVE PEACOCK

What a thrilling year to be able to send three containers out to support
the ministry in Ghana, Kenya and Burundi! These countries are reaching
hundreds of young people every month through some amazingly
creative ways, and it is a joy to provide practical things that will give them
opportunities to come alongside and share hope! Here are a couple
testimonies from Kenya of the impact the items had: 
“My sister got pregnant and the father ran off. It became difficult for her
to buy baby clothes. The baby grew, but we couldn't add more so we had 
to cut and adjust the smaller clothes to fit. She was extremely happy to get baby clothes! Finally the baby
had enough clothes to change daily!" 
“We went to Noontoto Primary school where we met about 400 kids from class 3 to 8. We ran a mentorship
program and later we gave out reusable sanitary towels and soaps to 200 Girls, with boys getting inner
wears and pens. We learned that it only costs $8 for a child to go to school for a term, yet most parents can’t
afford it! Some don’t even have shoes to wear! Thank you for the donations, it made a huge difference!” 

Thank you for your prayers and partnership that help us to impact young people locally and globally!

I have been working with “John” for a number of years. I met him while teaching a resiliency program called
Heroes in one of my partner schools. He ended up coming to our outreach youth group because I ran into him
at the pizza place next to our office one night. He’s been part of our group for the last three years. This teen has
had a real hunger to know more about God, Christianity and the church. He is full of questions and thoughts 

CAMPUS LIFE - CLAUDIO ARANCIBIA & VICTORIA BLENKIN 

and no real filter, so everything he is thinking spills out into our conversations. I had
the opportunity to gift him a Bible and we started walking through it together. He
would read and then message me with all his questions. I was never really sure how
much of the Gospel story was sinking in as John also buys into today’s ideas of
success, money, fame and possessions. John has an older brother that is vehemently
against the Christian faith and wants him to stop coming to youth and learning
about Jesus. A few weeks ago, John shared with us that he has been studying the
Bible even more so that he can “defend the faith” when he is having conversations
with his brother. He has been telling his brother and their mother all about who Jesus
is and what he did for us, that Jesus gave His life for our lives. John has been
preaching the Gospel to his own family! I love that God doesn’t just have a Kingdom
Plan for the teens we work with, but a plan that includes their families as well.

"Can you call me, Jess? I have great news to share!" I am so honoured that
the kids I walk alongside want to share their lives with me. Good or bad, I
am there. I called K and she told me that my testimony had inspired her to
change. If I could do it, why not her? I was so humbled and praised Jesus
for the work He had done in my life and that He has used it for another.
Through the course of this year, K has secured housing, gotten off drugs,
and has her beautiful daughter full time. K recognized that with support
and love she could have the life she dreamed of. She realized the love she
had been shown and experienced through Open Arms Ministry and a
small, powerful home church, was simply the love of Jesus. I am so proud
of her because she put in a lot of work and sacrifice to get where she is
today. I am thankful that Jesus never gives up on us and draws people to
others that have been through similar things. I am grateful that God can
take the mess I made, redeem it, and use it to change another and that I
was able to walk this journey with K because of what Jesus did in my life. 

OPEN ARMS - JESSICA NELSON



A few months ago, one of our volunteers was sharing with the youth his passion for
the word of God. Feeling inspired, he asked and challenged the group to take a Bible
home and read it. He turned to a youth and asked if they had a Bible, “No,” she said,
“but I would love one!” Lacey came to the Bus next week and we were overjoyed to
give her two Bibles. When she saw the Action Comic Book Bible, her jaw hit the floor.
“WOW” she said, taken by the beauty of the illustrated pages. Lacey invited her friend
Aaliyah to take a Bible as well. They both took Action Bibles and Teen Study Bibles.
Thank you for your continued support and prayers for our ministries at YFC Victoria.
Your partnership with us helps the Word of God spread in communities like Tseycum
First Nation. 

THE COMMUNITY YOUTH - CAM AITKEN & JENN LABIUK

MOBILE OUTREACH - RICK WISMER & KURT FRIESEN

YFC NANAIMO 
Paul MacMurchy, Janique Campbell, Ryan Schmand, David McKnight, 
Chessa Dykstra

2022 was an incredibly busy and exciting year at YFC Nanaimo.  We
grew to 5 youth groups at 4 churches with another possible addition
before year end.  Junior Adventure Camp had around 130 participants
including volunteers, teen and young adult leaders who saw every
junior youth experience a growing excitement for Jesus.  This camp
reaches preteens and gives opportunity for many of our youth to serve
and grow in their leadership skills.  Senior Youth Adventure Camp
included day trip to Cowichan River, overnight campouts at Horne
Lake and ministering to thirty teens.  All campers were registered for
free!  We thank all who donated precious funds, over $15,000.00, and 
their time to support these camps that reach so many unchurched
families! 
Though we lost one of our key people, Richard McMurray, God
provided us with three new staff this year, two interns and one part
timer.  We thank God for looking after this ministry and the hundreds
of youth and families we serve.  We look forward to what God is going
to do as He opens and sometimes closes doors.  Please pray that we
will have discernment to hear His voice clearly and follow His lead into
the front lines.

One of the most exciting things that 2022 has held for The Community Youth is Jenn
Labiuk joining our staff team in Esquimalt as our newest youth worker! I knew that Jenn
joining our staff would lead to new ministry opportunities, connections, and open doors,
what I did not expect is how quickly these things are happening! God is truly able to do
more than we ask or imagine and we have seen that happening the last two months.
Already, Jenn has had a deep conversation and connection with a school staff member.
She has also already been invited to a school wide meeting of counselors, support
workers, and principals so that they can meet her. At that meeting, the counselors asked
if we could make up posters that give an outline of our program offerings for them to
post in the school.  One of the  staff also spoke up in support of our work and the care 

and openness we show to youth of all walks of life. It was a really special time where Jenn and I felt the favour
of God: "you surround them with favour as with a shield" (Psalm 5). 
Not only has God been opening doors for Jenn with school staff, He has been working behind the scenes even
before Jenn came on board! Already Jenn has connected at breakfast program and barbecues with some
youth she knew previously. Imagine my surprise when a youth walked into her first day of breakfast program
and gave Jenn a big hug! I had no idea they even knew each other. Since Jenn has started with us, we have
seen new youth attending the youth office as well as getting connected to youth group and special events.
God is on the move! 



THANK YOU TO OUR GOLF SPONSORS
We are so thankful for another successful golf tournament in September.  We had a number of
faithful businesses and people who supported us through hole sponsorship.  We've listed them
below to honour their generosity and support for Youth for Christ Victoria.   

Premier Sponsors: Trimount Developments, Norgaard Kratofil Professional Group

Eagle Sponsors: Harbour City Kitchens, Key Corp Consulting, Superior Steam & Vac, Don Mann
Excavating, Kolk Machine and Welding 

Birdie Sponsors: Bald Eagle Landscaping, Canadian Tire, Brad Dovey-Odlum Brown, Parkway
Dental, Namdor Reinforcing Steel

Par Sponsors: Atlas Audio Visual, Weir Design and Engineering, Frank Arnold-Raymond James,
Lee and Sharpe CPA

Prize Sponsor: Simon Kelly - Income Replacement Group

From the Board & Staff of Youth for Christ Victoria, we wish you a 
wonderful Christmas Season & many blessings for the New Year 

THANKFULNESS & LOOKING AHEAD

For all those that have supported our staff through prayer, financial support and friendship:
THANK YOU! We are so grateful for all that you have sacrificed throughout this year to see the
work of YFC Victoria and Nanaimo move forward. I’m confident that the number of stories we
hear of God’s hand in young people’s lives will increase as we move forward in 2023.

As we have moved out in faith and added a number of staff to our ministry team this year, our
YFC General account has been significantly impacted. We believe that the staff we have added
in administration, prayer and frontline ministries will massively increase the scope of our
ministry in the region. If you are not currently a monthly financial partner with YFC, would you
prayerfully consider coming on board with us as we move forward? You can visit our website to
join up (www.yfcvictoria.com) or give us a call at the office (250-383-3182) to get any questions
answered that you might have.

If you’d rather meet in person, I would love to buy you a coffee and share more of our “good
stories” with you as you consider partnering with this much needed ministry to the youth of the
South Island. Thank you for prayerfully considering this request!

 

http://www.yfcvictoria.com/

