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LETTER FROM
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends of Youth for Christ,
My name is Cliff Heide, and as of January 1,
I have the privilege of leading the Youth for
Christ Winnipeg Chapter in the role of Executive
Director.
After 47 years under the faithful leadership of
John Courtney, we as a chapter find ourselves
in a new season. John has been an incredible
inspiration and we celebrate his enormous
contribution. I am both humbled and honoured
to have been passed the leadership baton, and
am excited to carry on with the mission of
“Every young person living fully in Christ.”
I have been on staff at YFC Winnipeg for 18
years, working to equip staff and volunteers
to serve youth through our various programs.
Doing the work of helping care for youth is
some of the most rewading and fulfilling time I
have spent in ministry. The change in even one
life is worthy of celebration!
We are so grateful for your partnership with
YFC Winnipeg. Because of your support we
were able to reach into the lives of over 13,000
young people in 2019.
Youth for Christ Winnipeg is a member chapter
of Youth for Christ Canada, an association of
32 Chartered and 7 Affiliate Chapters serving
336 communities across the country. Built
on an entrepreneurial spirit, our Chapters
are as unique as the landscape in which we
reside. This uniqueness allows us to effectively
customize our programming to youth in each
community.
In 2019, YFC Winnipeg celebrated the milestone
of serving youth in our community for 65 years.

This time of celebrating our history and
visioning for our future has allowed us to
review our identity as an organization, and to
reaffirm and reframe “why we exist” and “what
we do,” as well as “how we behave” and “how
we succeed.”
“But how can they call on Him to save
them unless they believe in Him? And how
can they believe in Him if they have never
heard about Him? And how can they hear
about Him unless someone tells them?”
Romans 10:14 NLT
Our heart at YFC Winnipeg is to have youth
experience God. This first happens through the
love and care they receive from our staff and
volunteers. They are modeling a picture of the
Body of Christ as they serve with their specific
gifts to welcome youth into community.
I want to thank you for partnering with us
on this journey. We could not do what we do
without your prayers and financial support.
The stories of the youth we work with are your
stories as well. As we move into this new season
I invite you to continue to journey with us, to
join in where God is already at work in the lives
of youth.
Forward. Together.
Cliff Heide
Executive Director

Our Mission
Every young person living fully in Christ

Our Locations
In Winnipeg

13,000+
CHILDREN / YOUTH

12

Outside of Winnipeg
Arborg

YFC Activity Centre
333 King St.

Carman
Gimli

Living Word Temple

Niverville

Kildonan Community Church

Selkirk

Christian Fellowship Chapel

St. Pierre-Jolys
Stonewall
Camp Cedarwood

Locations

400+
VOLUNTEERS

74
STAFF

EVERY YOUNG PERSON
		
LIVING FULLY IN CHRIST
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Summary Statement of Operations
Year Ending December 31, 2019
Young people made decisions to follow Jesus

3,773

Youth for Christ (Winnipeg) Incorporated

“YFC gave me a family after the loss of my father.
Church partnerships 1,018

They gave me a place to belong when I was new
Young people in discipleship programs

5,974

to Canada. Most importantly, the people at YFC
Communities served 336

helped me rebuild my relationship with God.
I will forever be grateful to the staff at YFC and the
people who invest in YFC for the difference it has
made in my life.”
– Kiza, Soccer youth and volunteer
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Hope for the Generations
It is God’s desire and YFC Canada’s desire for every

skills and are given opportunities to have paid work

[weren’t] herself; her soul wasn’t herself. She wanted

young person to have eternal life and know that they

terms with local businesses and residents. More

to give up. She wanted to just leave me. And I didn’t

are deeply loved by their Heavenly Father.

importantly, however, is that young people in the

understand why. And when she did what she did,

program learn that our YFC staff and volunteers care

it hurt. I thought I was going to lose my daughter

about and are genuinely happy to see them. The

that day.”

At Youth for Christ Winnipeg we see the hope and
potential in every young person. We strive to create

youth feel loved and valued and carry that love back

safe, welcoming places where young people can

into their homes. The ripple effect of their changed

experience God’s love. So many young people are

lives gives hurting families hope for a bright future

lost and hurting and we strive to see them as Jesus

and in turn impacts their whole community.

would – with love.
Our Work Force program runs out of Bethlehem
Aboriginal Fellowship in Winnipeg’s North-End.
community. At Work Force, youth have the
opportunity to spend time with YFC staff and
volunteers who believe in them and take the time to

financial and prayer support we receive from partners
like YOU. We would not be able to run programs that
reach youth without you! Your generosity allows us

Amanda credits the staff at Work Force with helping to

to continue to provide safe and welcoming places

change her daughters’ lives: “There are so many kids

for young people. And most importantly, your

in this world right now that [are] committing suicide,

partnership allows our staff and volunteers regular

and they think this is the best way to go, but it’s not.

opportunities to show the love of Jesus Christ to

Amanda, a mother of 4, desperately loves her children.

They just need somebody to talk to, somebody to

youth across our community.

As her children are growing up, she is fighting to keep

understand their pain and their suffering, and get

them out of the system, away from drugs and alcohol

the help that they need. . . That is what I think this

and bad influences. One of her daughters, Gertie, has

program is all about. This program has changed my

really struggled and attempted to take her own life.

daughters. I can’t thank the staff at YFC enough for

invest in building relationships with them. The youth

Gertie was hit harder than Amanda ever thought

who attend Work Force learn valuable employment

possible. “She wasn’t herself. I could tell. Her eyes
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Our programs are only possible because of the

what they have done for my kids…and for me.”
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YFC Winnipeg
LEADERSHIP TEAM

YFC Winnipeg
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Russ Friesen

Cliff Heide
Executive Director

Michael Streuber
Senior Director, Operations

Amber Skrabek
Senior Director, Community & Partner Relations

Chris Harwood

Chair

Nolan Ploegman
Vice-Chair

Derek Reimer
Treasurer

Erin Dupuis
Secretary

Senior Ministry Director, Satellites

Todd Sellick

Mark Dupuis

Larry Wilson

Senior Ministry Director

Therese Gerhard

Elvera Stoesz

Director, Volunteers Services

Scott Shearman

Judy Richichi

Musette Fowke

Director, Development

Mark Toews

Sharon Klassen
Director, Human Resources
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W E SE E T H E H O PE A N D POT EN T IA L IN E V ERY YO UN G P ER S O N
Youth for Christ Winnipeg
333 King Street
Winnipeg, MB
TEL 204 669 4205
EMAIL info@yfcwinnipeg.ca
www.yfcwinnipeg.ca

A Chapter of
Youth for Christ Canada

